Block of the Month Sampler – 2004

This year the block of the month can be used to make a sampler quilt.  We have several suggested layouts for this quilt, and two different sizes of blocks.  I would like to suggest that you make one scrappy block for the guild, and then do one for yourself.  By the end of the season, you will have a finished quilt top to quilt over the summer.

All the blocks for this quilt are related!  It is up to you to find the common thread that ties these blocks together.  Most of the blocks are very old –  recorded in the Ladies Art Companion in 1898 but seen in many quilts before.  Some are simple, some are more complicated – some are not nearly as complicated when you use some of the modern tools available.  Unfortunately none of them are appliquéd – but if you choose to make the traditional version of the quilt – there are four corners that would be wonderful appliquéd – or could be beautifully quilted.

All but one block use two colours plus the background, and for the guild BOM squares, we are going to be really scrappy and ask for jewel colours on pale backgrounds. Don’t be afraid to use busy backgrounds as most of these squares look good with strong main colours that read as solid on a pale but busy background.  
Some  layouts are shown below – and some estimates of the fabric requirements given, along with some special cutting you need to take care of before starting your blocks.     The completed quilts will be shown at the BMQG meetings and the Saturday Drop Ins.  We will also have copies of the instructions, helpful advise and everything you need to complete the block at the Saturday Drop Ins.
Just the Blocks Quilt – about 70 inches square if you use 12 inch block

                                     About 58 inches square if you use 10 inch blocks
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  This quilt is actually on point!  By making all the blocks, plus some setting triangles you can create a cozy lap quilt.  The sample is done in scrappy turquoises on scrappy yellow backgrounds, with just a simple binding.  

To complete the blocks with this scrappy look, you will need a fat quarter for each block background, plus smaller amounts for the medium and dark fabric in each block.  Once you have completed the blocks, use the leftover fabric to make the joining Irish Chain blocks so that the backgrounds match the surrounding blocks.

For the sampler, I used one fabric outside the Irish Chain to form the border.   For the setting triangles, you will need  3 -  16 inch squares cut twice on the diagonal, and two 8 ½ inch squares cut once on the diagonal  for the corners(these will be a bit large but it’s better to trim down than be too small).   I used  1 ½ metres for the border .
For the sampler done with 12 inch squares, you will need setting triangles cut from 19 inch squares,  and corners from 9 ½ inch squares.   You will need 2 metres for the outside ‘border’. 

 Why not pick a pretty print for the outside border, and choose complementary fabrics for the blocks!

The Traditional Quilt – 84 inches square if you use 12 inch blocks

                                     70 inches square if you use 10 inch blocks
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This quilt keeps the blocks in a square set, with lots of background, making it look like a medallion quilt. The sample is done in two colours and the background.  The sample is  larger – it’s a 90 by 104 Queen Size quilt which will be appliquéd over the year. 
We used 7 ½ metres for the background for the 84 inch square, and less than 2 metres each of two fabrics for the blocks.

Some additional fabric is needed to complete the appliques in the corners.

Before beginning you will need to set aside some of the background for the corners:
For the  84 inch quilt – you need   

4 – 12 ½ by 36 ½ inch strips


4 – 12 ½ by 24 ½ inch strips



4 – 12 ½ by 12 ½ inc squares     
For the 70 inch quilt –  You will need:


4 – 10 ½ by 30 ½ inch strips


4 – 10 ½ by 20 ½ inch strips


4 – 10 ½ inch squares. 
The Bali Sampler – I wanted a sampler with larger blocks to show off some of the batiks in my collection, so I enlarged some of the blocks and used a full block for the centre.  

[image: image3.png]


The finished centre is 70 inches square and I have put a 5 inch border on it for now – it will be cut down when I have had a good look at it – probably to about 3 inches I think.

I used fat quarters or fat eighths for the medium fabrics, and 1 metre of the dark print. However I would have liked to do the border in the same print as the Irish Chain but didn’t have enough of that print in my stash. 2 ½ metres, with the borders cut lengthwise first would have been plenty to do the blocks, border and the binding I believe.

  Background: 4 ½ metres of background should be sufficient to finish the blocks.

What size to make your quilt?
Standard Mattress Sizes are:


Crib – 26 by 48


Twin – 39 by 75


Double – 54 by 75


Queen – 60 by 80


King – 78 by 80


California King – 72 by 84.

 I have found three suggestions for finished quilt sizes – mostly dependant on the drop, so depending on how high your bed is and how much ‘overhang’ you want – try one of these:


Crib – 50 by 53


Twin – 75 by 98 or 65 by 88 or 81 by 107


Double – 83 by 106 or 80 by 88 or 96 by 107


Queen – 90 by 106 or 86 by 93 or 102 by 112


King – 107 by 108 or 104 by 93 or 120 by 112

